
For Emergency Radio Communications 

Clamshell battery holders provide a reliable backup power solution for critical radio communications during power 

outages, natural disasters, and emergencies. Using readily available AA alkaline or NiMH batteries, radios can 

remain operational when charging equipment is unavailable. Designed for emergency preparedness, clamshells 

help ensure uninterrupted communications when it matters most. Their field-replaceable design allows users to 

quickly restore radio operation and stay connected during critical incidents. 

EMERGENCY POWER WHEN 
IT MATTERS MOST 

Clamshell battery holders allow 

radios to operate using standard 

AA alkaline or NiMH batteries 

when chargers or rechargeable 

batteries are unavailable. Cells can 

be quickly replaced in the field, 

providing continuous 

communications during critical 

events. For many public safety and 

emergency response 

organizations, clamshells are an 

essential backup power solution 

for emergency preparedness. 

DESIGN & OPERATION 

Clamshell battery holders feature a 

durable two-piece design that 

securely houses AA alkaline or NiMH 

batteries while maintaining a reliable 

connection to the radio. The slide-

open battery tray allows for quick 

battery replacement in the field, 

minimizing downtime during critical 

operations. Some models can also 

operate with a reduced number of 

batteries, providing added flexibility 

during emergency situations. 

BATTERY INSTALLATION 

Correct battery installation is 

essential for reliable operation. AA 

alkaline or NiMH batteries should 

always be installed according to the 

polarity markings and replaced 

with batteries of the same type and 

condition.  

 

Using fresh, high-quality cells helps 

maximize runtime, while mixing 

battery types or partially 

discharged cells may reduce 

performance and operating life. 

EMERGENCY PREPARENESS BEST PRACTICES 

Organizations should routinely inspect clamshell battery holders and maintain an inventory of fresh AA alkaline 

batteries to ensure emergency readiness. Regular checks help verify proper operation and compatibility with 

radio equipment before an incident occurs.  

 

 

  

 

 

  
  

  

 

STORAGE & MAINTENANCE 

Remove batteries from the holder during long-

term storage to help prevent leakage and 

damage. Battery compartments should be 

periodically inspected for corrosion, 

contamination, or physical damage, and any 

damaged holder should be removed from 

service.  

Routine inspection and preventive 

maintenance help ensure clamshell battery 

holders remain ready for emergency 

deployment. 


